1 This chapter was added in the 1595 edition. 2 The Assertio septem sacramentorum was published in the summer of 1521 under Henry's name (precisely how much of the book the king actually wrote is open to dispute, but certainly much of the scholarly legwork was done by others). J.J. Scarisbrick opines, "The Defence of the Seven Sacraments is not a piece of theology of the highest order. Estimates of it have varied enormously, but the truth surely is that its erudition is unremarkable […] its grasp of Lutheranism defective, its exposition of Catholic teaching on the sacraments unimpressive and undoubtedly shot through with that semi-or crypto-Pelagianism against which, essentially, Protestantism protested. was the principal author.3 This zeal of King Henry's was wonderfully received by all the world, while the supreme pontiff, Leo x, was so pleased with the service done our Lord, the piety with which the king opposed this infernal monstrosity, the magnanimity and valor with which he had previously aided Pope Julius ii,4 and the submissiveness, devotion, and obedience he had shown to the Apostolic See in all things, that, with the advice of the sacred college of cardinals, he decided to honor King Henry by giving him the new and glorious title of "Defender of the Faith." This he did, sending him a brief in which he bestowed this title and set out his reasons. I have thought it good to insert a Spanish translation of the Latin, for reasons I shall relate farther on. Accordingly, thus says Pope Leo x in his brief:
John Clerk,5 our beloved son and Your Majesty's ambassador, having presented to us, in consistory and in the presence of our venerable brothers the cardinals of the holy Roman Church, the book that Your Majesty, afire with the Catholic faith and burning with the fervor and devotion you have for us and this Holy See, has composed against the errors of various heretics, repeatedly condemned by the Holy See and now recently revived by Martin Luther, so that we might have it examined and approve it with our authority; and having then also declared, in an elegant address, the ready will with which Your Majesty is furnished to persecute the followers and defenders of Luther's errors, no less with all the arms and might of your kingdom as with the true and unanswerable arguments and authorities from Holy Writ and the holy Fathers by which you have confounded their fallacies, we, who are the successors to the prince of the Apostles, Saint Peter, to whom the Lord entrusted the supreme care of his flock,6 being seated upon this holy throne, whence spring all titles and dignities, having first carefully 
